
1. Generics include “unbranded generics” but do not include “branded generics” as reported by IQVIA. Graphics/price-tags reflect “estimated net cost (net-of-rebates) per prescription.” 2. “Savings” reflect difference 
between estimated total costs with PBMs vs hypothetical costs without PBMs, for employer-sponsored plans only (i.e., exclude individual insurance/exchanges, Medicare Part D, Medicaid, Other insurance, and Uninsured). 
Note: PBM = Pharmacy Benefit Manager. Total enrollment in employer-sponsored health plans estimated to be approximately 160 million. Source: Visante estimates for 2020. Methodology based on Pharmacy Benefit 
Managers (PBMs): Generating Savings for Plan Sponsors and Consumers, February 2020. ©Pharmaceutical Care Management Association.

Brands

13% of scripts

40% of costs

saved 
with PBM

$266

$578 without PBM

Patients and plans cost 
per prescription

Savings2 per 
member/yr$406 

$312 with PBM

Specialty

2% of scripts

50% of costs

saved 
with PBM

$1,362

$4,844 without PBM

Patients and plans cost 
per prescription

Savings2 per 
member/yr$144 

$3,482 with PBM

Generics1

85% of scripts

10% of costs

saved 
with PBM

$10

$33 without PBM

Patients and plans cost 
per prescription

$23 with PBM

Savings2 per 
member/yr$75 

Research shows PBMs save private-sector employers 
and patients $625 per year on prescription drug costs


